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It was with great sadness that we bid farewell, in August, to 
Grace West Church.  Grace West, one of our 14 founding 
churches, had one of the smaller congregations in the Network 
and thus, increasingly found it difficult to recruit the volunteers 
needed to support IHN guests during a host week.  
 
When IHN sheltered its first family the week of September 26, 
2004, Grace West was the host congregation for the week. Over 
the next three years, Grace West hosted 26 families comprised 
of 46 adults and 65 children.  During this span of time, over 
60% of the families Grace West hosted moved to permanent or 
transitional housing and 47% of adults guests secured 
employment by the end of their stay in the Network. 
 
Freda Pearce, Grace West’s primary coordinator, and volunteers 
from the congregation provided guests more than just safe 
shelter and warm meals.  They provided an environment where 
guests were accepted as they are and treated with dignity.  Freda 
brought to life the word “hospitality” going the extra mile to 
make sure guests were comfortable and to ease the pain of being 
without a home.  Through my many conversations with Freda 
over the last year, I know that both volunteers and guests grew 
and learned from each other through this experience. 
 
 
 
If your congregation is not currently part of our Network, 
prayerfully consider being the catalyst to learn more about 
becoming a host or support congregation. 
 
“Share with God's people who are in need. Practice 
hospitality.”   - Romans 12:13 
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Angie Arthur President    
Bob Shaw Vice-President 
Jane Alderman Secretary 
Ann Sandve Treasurer 
Linda Albaugh 
Diane Hawbaker 
Jana Warren 
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Walnut Hills UMC Des Moines 
Grimes UMC Grimes 
Windsor Heights Lutheran  
Faith Lutheran Clive 
St. Paul AME Des Moines 
St. John & Paul Church Altoona 
West Des Moines Christian  
Lutheran Church of Hope WDM 
Our Lady’s Immaculate Heart  Ankeny 
St. Stephens Lutheran Urbandale 
Aldersgate UMC Urbandale 
Urbandale UCC  
Ankeny First UMC  
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St Catherine of Siena Des Moines 
St. John’s Lutheran Des Moines 
Tifareth Israel Synagogue Des Moines 
Valley Evangelical Free WDM 
Westminster Presbyterian Des Moines 



 

 Volunteers put the “hospitality” in the Des Moines Area Interfaith Hospitality Network (DMIHN) through 
their kind deeds, their attitude of acceptance and their genuine warmth.  The volunteers who take overall 
responsibility for ensuring that their congregation’s program runs smoothly is the Primary Coordinator.   
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We wish to thank Jeanne and Barb for their service to DMIHN and to the families served by Ankeny First 
United Methodist.  We wish to welcome Noel Speed and Dick Grimm who are the new Primary 
Coordinators for the congregation. 

Once again, the DMIHN’s quality of service and importance to the community has been  reaffirmed with 
the receipt of grants from two funders.  A big THANK YOU! to Variety-The Children’s Charity and 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans Foundation. 

DMIHN received $3,295 from Variety-The Children’s 
Charity at their annual Heart Reception held September 18th.  
Grant funds will be used for Day Center supplies and 
transportation assistance.   
 
Variety supports charities across Iowa that benefit critically ill 
children, youth at risk, and disabled and underprivileged 
children. 
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DMIHN received $13,500 from the Thrivent Financial for  
Lutherans Foundation at a community block party hosted by  
St. Paul AME’s Transformation Center on August 25th. 
 
The DMIHN joined Home Together, a coalition of 28 area  
Lutheran Churches, in applying to the foundation for funding.  
 
Funds received by the DMIHN will be used  to cover a portion of 
the salary costs of a part-time case manager, guest transportation, 
outreach to former guests and other operating costs.  
 
Home Together has launched an ambitious project to provide 
volunteer and financial support to renovate six units of 
transitional housing at the Transformation Center and to renovate 
portions of St. Joseph’s Emergency Family Shelter - a program 
of Catholic Charities.  
 

FUNDING ANNOUNCEMENTS 



 

DMIHN First Annual Fundraiser is a Success! 
 

Over 100 people endured the high temperatures and humidity to meander through  Bob and 
Becky’s dazzling and spacious garden, sample a variety of wines provided by  Pete Maley 
and MJ Distributing, listen to the classical sounds of Bellisimo Ragazza String Quartet 
(Emily Wonder, Ashely Stockberger, Kasey Button and         
Rebecca Bonnett) and leisurely peruse and bid on  
silent auction items.  A big THANK YOU! for this  
generous gift of time and talent that made the evening  
so enjoyable. 

On August 10th, the Des Moines Area Interfaith Hospitality Network held it’s first annual 
fundraiser, a garden party and silent auction, at the Clive home of Bob and Becky Shaw.   

Thank You! To Our  
Silent Auction Donors... 

 

Andy Smith's Trellis                
    Design 
Blank Park Zoo 
Eclips Salon 
Garden Gate Magazine 
Gateway Market 
Lagniappe 
Liz Taylor Yoga 
Outback Steakhouse 
Panera Bread  - Jordan               
    Creek Parkway 
Spirit Boulevard 

   Jane Alderman 
   Amanda Arthur  
   Roger and Cheryl Arthur 
   Julie Brightman  
   Lynn Burget   
   Luanne Findlay  
   Diane Hawbaker  
   Jeff Kitterman  
   Pete Maley   
   Vicki Peason  
   Gail Peppmeier  
   Bobbi Pugh  
   Deanna Sargeant  
   Jana Warren 
   Roberta Williams  

 The Bike 
 (Editor’s Note:  Bill and his son Cody were recently guests of DMIHN.  Bill located a job that was about a mile away from  
 the nearest bus line.  Bill was so intent on accepting the job offer that he remarked, “I could ride that distance if I had a 
 bike”.   Julie Shepard, a member of Walnut Hills United Methodist Church – a DMIHN host congregation - responded to a  
 plea made for a bike donation.  Below are Julie’s reflections that she shared in an email.) 

 
 After church, I got the bike ready - pumped up the TOTALLY flat tires, added a bike bag, water 
   bottle, lock, bungee cord, and light to my donation, and headed to Westminster. 
 
  I found my bike recipient, Bill, along with his 4-year old son, Cody, who was ecstatic about the 
   “cool” water bottle. 
 
 I explained all the stuff and gave him the combination to the lock (7666).  I was ready to leave when 
 Bill stopped me in the hallway and said, "You know what's weird? (as he was showing me the lock 
 combo)  I was drafted by the White Sox on July 6 and played my first game with them in 1966." 
 
 On my way out, Cody said, "Thanks for bringing my dad a bike!" �
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Animals of the World 
 
     His circle face… 

is full of joy. 
  The koala looks… 

like a fuzzy toy. 
   
                   by Tatiuna 
  
 

ABOUT THE ARTISIT… 
 

Tatiuna is eight years old and 
in the third grade.  In her 

spare time she likes to draw 
animals and write  

poetry. 


